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Fingerboards Mineral Sands Project 
Submission to the EES Project Inquiry and 
Advisory Committee  

 
Supplementary Submission by the Department of 
Transport 

27 May 2021 

Introduction 

1. The Department of Transport (the Department) made a submission to the Fingerboards 
Mineral Sands (the Project) Inquiry and Advisory Committee (IAC) at the hearing on 19 
May 2021.  

 
2. The following submissions are provided in response to the IAC Questions on Notice to the 

Department.  

Submissions 

Question 1: Has DoT had similar experience of scale in relation to the relocation of an 
arterial road? 

3. The Department is not aware of a similar project that has required the temporary relocation 
of a declared arterial road within Victoria, particularly at the scale proposed as part of the 
Fingerboards Mineral Sands Project.   

4. The Department has received requests to permanently deviate sections of declared arterial 
road associated with external projects.  

5. In the Gippsland region, this has included sections of the Strzelecki Highway and Hyland 
Highway (declared arterial roads) that were permanently deviated to allow for the expansion 
of mining activities for the Hazelwood and Loy Lang open cut mines respectively. 

6. The associated land tenure for the deviation of these sections of arterial road where 
resolved by the proponent, where the mines owned the land which was subsequentially 
vested as road to the Department of Transport. 

7. As stated in the Departments submission on 19 May 2021, although it is considered feasible 
to divert a road alignment and reinstate it back to its original alignment (post mining 
operation), there are a number of geotechnical and other factors that will need to be 
considered to ensure the integrity of the asset. 

 
Question 2: How do the Department assess opportunities for stock crossing on its 
network? Is there a minimum width for a road used as a stock crossings?  

8. The Department currently has ‘Manual for Traffic Control at Stock Crossing’ (June 2015) to 
assist with identifying appropriate locations and treatments for stock crossings on public 
roads (Attachment A).    

9. Key factors with the consideration of stock crossings include the: 

9.1.  frequency of the use of the stock crossing (number of days within a year), 

9.2.  the traffic volumes (vehicles per day) at the stock crossing; and 
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9.3. site conditions (sight lines and vehicle operating speeds).   

10. The introduction of any new stock crossing will require the consent of the relevant road 
authority, which in the case of Dargo Road, is the Department. 

11. There are no specific details relating to the required width of a road reserve as part of an 
assessment for a stock crossing.   

 
Question 3: Kalbar has proposed amendments to the Special Controls Overlay. Does the 
DoT have a view on the proposed changes?  

12. The Department has reviewed the new mining licence area in tabled documents: 

12.1. Tabled document 344, entitled ‘344- Kalbar Mining Licence Application area -
Survey Plan – 19288 Mining licence application plan’ and  

12.2. Tabled document 345 entitled 345 Kalbar – Mining Licence Application area -
Plan by ERR from survey plan - MIN007636 -Map- Application 

13. The proposed mining area still contains a large section of Bairnsdale Dargo Road which 
is a declared arterial road (state owned). 

14. The concerns and issued raised in the submission on 19 May 2021 remain current and 
relevant.  

15. The additional information and change to the mining area does not alleviate any of the 
issues raised within the Departments submission. 

Conclusion 

16. If additional information or explanation is required, the Department would be happy to 
provide this further assistance to the IAC.  

17. This completes the Supplementary submission by the Department. 

 

 

Kate Stapleton  

Director Planning Practice  
Department of Transport  
27 May 2021 
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Attachment A – Manual for Traffic Control at Stock Crossing – June 2015 
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