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Smash & Grab

Kalbar’s proposed Fingerboards mineral sands mine project

Alistair Mailer 16th June 2021
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Centrifuge cake moisture content
• It appears that the solids content of the centrifuge cake could be as low as 63%. 

• The Alfa Laval centrifuge test indicated a possible 70% solids, whereas Kalbar’s water balance 
assumed a 73% solids cake

• This changes the ratio of moisture to cake. And hence the water requirement :
- from 3 GL p.a. for a 63% cake to :
- 3.48 GL for a 70% cake and 
- 4.76 GL for a 63% cake

• These figures indicate a possible > 50% increase in water requirement and centrifuge throughput, 
compared to present water balance numbers

Cake moisture content 
%

Cake solids content 
%

Ratio of moisture : cake Freshwater 
requirement

GL p.a.

63 37 0.58 4.76

70 30 0.43 3.48

73 27 0.37 3.0
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Heavy mineral sands mining in NSW
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THE ANGLO AMERICAN ELECTRIC 
DUMP TRUCK. SOURCE: WILLIAMS 
ENGINEERING
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Mining giants BHP, Rio and Vale launch challenge to 

accelerate electrification of mining industry to slash 

emissions and make industry safer and more 

productive. [The Driven 14 May 2021]

This ‘EDUMPER’ truck has a 600kW battery
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Home (emining.ch)
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https://www.emining.ch/index.php/en/
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Conclusions

• Kalbar is making a GRAB for resources owned by the people of Victoria, as represented by The Crown

• In order to grab these resources, Kalbar are proposing to SMASH the local environment;

• This is a heist that East Gippsland can do without;

• The price proposed by Kalbar is unacceptable;

• This is a project, the foundations of which are, quite literally, built on sand;

• The published EES was a half-baked attempt by Kalbar to demonstrate that the social, economic & 
environmental impacts were either acceptable or could be mitigated to an acceptable degree. 

• Even with further information of the project plans, modification after modification, technical note after 
technical note – all have served to reinforce the inadequacy of the exhibited EES. 

• Government body after government body (including DELWP, Dept. of Transport & EPA Victoria), expert 
after expert have all verified the notion that many of the statements produced by Kalbar are either not-
present, inadequate, deficient, un-tested, requiring significant additional work, or simply do not address the 
EES scoping requirements.
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Recommendations

1. The IAC should advise the Minister that they are not in a position to make a proper assessment of 
Kalbar’s project;

2. From what is known, Kalbar’s project has unacceptable potential environmental, social & economic 
impacts, which are in most instances, unable to be adequately mitigated;

3. The IAC cannot recommend the project, and further approvals should be denied.

4. Kalbar’s smash & grab must not be permitted to proceed. 
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