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1 SUPPLEMENTARY EVIDENCE

1.1 Introduction

T hisstatem entrelatesto m y ecologicalexpertise in relation to the centrifugesthatare proposed aspartof

theprojecttoreplacethetem porarytailingsstoragefacility(T S F)outlinedintheEnvironm entEffectS tatem ent

(Kalbar2020). T hisstatem entissupplem entary to m y expertw itnessstatem enton ecology m attersdated 4

February 2021. Ihave been instructed by W hite and Case on behalfofKalbarO perationsP ty L td (Kalbar)to

prepare asupplem entary expert w itnessstatem ent relevant to m y ecologicalexpertise in relation to the

centrifugeproposaldocum entedinT echnicalN oteT N 01 titled:

‘Fingerboards Mineral Sands Project Inquiry and Advisory Committee Technical Note. Implementation

of centrifuges for water recovery and tailings management (18 January 2021)’ (Kalbar2021).

1.2 Potential Impacts and Response to Centrifuge Proposal

T he EES Groundw aterAssessm ent assum ed an 80% recovery ofw aterfrom the fine tailsslurry,w hile as

outlined in Kalbar(2021)arecovery of83% isnow expected dueto thecentrifugeprocess. T hisreducesthe

borefield w aterrequirem entfrom the 3 GL /yearto 2.9 GL /year,w hile any riskofseepage isrem oved asthe

m aterialiscom pletely dew atered to astatethatw illonly retain capillary m oisturethatw illnotseep into the

environm ent. T herefore,itism y understandingthatthecentrifugeproposalw illresultinareducedpotential

im pacttoaquaticenvironm ents,includingtheM itchellR iver.

AsstatedinKalbar(2021),duringthefinetailingsdew ateringprocess:

‘trucks must haul overburden material around the TSF area into another open void in the pit. This haul

distance increases the exposed area of the pit, as well as associated dust noise generation. A method

of tailings management that accelerates the commencement of backfilling operations and

rehabilitation will have a corresponding reduction on truck haul distance’.

Assuch,the proposed centrifuge tailingsisanticipated to reduce trafficand potentialim pactsto ecological

valuesassociated w ithvehicularcollision(faunaroadm ortality)noiseand dust,and w illm eanthatareascan

berehabilitated quickerthan w ith aT S F. A conceptuallayoutofthecentrifugeplantpositionsisprovided in

Kalbar(2021)(Figure 8),and based on thislayout the centrifugesw illbe located w ithin the project area/

footprintthatw ere accessed aspartofourdetailed ecologicalinvestigations(Ecology and Heritage P artners

2020a). P roposed internalhaulroadsw illalso be located w ithin the project footprint that w aspreviously

assessedduringthedetailedecologicalinvestigations.

Based on theinform ationprovided in Kalbar(2021),thecentrifugeproposaldoesnotaltertheresultsofthe

ecologicalim pactassessm entfortheprojectandconclusionsoutlinedinthedetailedecologicalinvestigations

report,the O ffset M anagem ent S trategy,orthe EES (Ecology and Heritage P artners2020a,2020b,Kalbar

2020),includingany additionaldirectorindirectim pactsto:

 T he extent ofnative vegetation rem oval,and the required biodiversity offsetsunder the S tate

Guidelines for the removal, destruction or lopping of native vegetation (DEL W P 2017) and the

Com m onw ealthEnvironment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EP BC Act);



S upplem entary ExpertW itnessS tatem ent(Biodiversity),FingerboardsM ineralS andsP roject,Glenaladale,Victoria

 T errestrialandaquaticfaunahabitats,includinghollow -bearingtrees,M itchellR iver,GippslandL akes

R am sarsiteandGroundw aterDependentEcosystem s;and

 S ignificantfloraandfaunaspecies,andecologicalcom m unities.

1.3 Author’s Declaration

I,AaronO rgan,havem adealltheinquiriesthatlbelievearedesirableandappropriateandthatnom attersof

significance w hich lregard asrelevanthave to m y know ledge been w ithheld from the Inquiry and Advisory

Com m ittee.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------- Date: 08/02/2021
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