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Georgia Cummings

I oppose this project for the following reasons:  13 square kms on a plateau which is 
above the Heritage listed Mitchell River and the vegetable fields of the Mitchell River 
Valley is to be mined up to 45m deep.  If there is runoff there are risks of the river 
being contaminated, impacting on the crops, fishing, agriculture, the health of the 
rivers and the Gippsland Lakes (an important Ramsar-listed wetland).  Kalbar’s 
geochemistry report lists a number of radioactive and cancer-causing substances 
that will be present in the dust generated. Dust can travel far so this potentially 
could effect the entire district. The mine is too close to where many families live, 
farm, work and go to school, it is a highly inappropriate area. The $155M/year 
Mitchell River Valley vegetable industry that employs up to 2,000 people is as close 
as 500m downwind from the mine. Will any farmers be able to sell their crops, meat 
or live stock if their produce is contaminated and they are known to be in a toxic 
mining area? The answer is most likely a NO.
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