Where is the protection of the people who are being directly impacted by KOPL’s
project?

Map 6 on page 18 of the Land Use and Planning Impact Assessment shows
‘dwellings and other sensitive receptors’

The Land Use and Planning Impact Assessment does NOT acknowledge the human
element that is being, and will be severely impacted if this project is approved.

Appendix A013 Land Use and Planning MATRIX...Executive Summary ii states:-

“The project area is remote from urban settlements with very few individual
houses within and in the environs of the project are. Kalbar has agreement to
purchase or has purchased the three houses and adjoining properties inside
the project area.”

Remote (online Oxford Dictionary) (of a place) situated far from the main centres of population; distant.

| wish to bring to the attention of the Inquiry, some key points, in response to this
statement above.

. The project area is remote from urban settlements—this is not a statement of
fact. Itis not remote from farming families, primary industries, residents and
other community members, which constitutes a rural setting. Urban is language
assigned to built up areas such as cities, like suburbs of Melbourne.

If you live in the Melbourne suburb of Eltham and commute to inner city
Melbourne for work every day would you consider that you lived in a remote
area?

. When you live in a rural/country setting, commuting, is the norm to allow
people to shop, work, study, access entertainment, attend appointments and
conduct their lives. The mining site’s positioning of approx. 20 Kilometres from
Bairnsdale, is not considered travel distance assigned to remoteness.

. The Fingerboards, Glenaladale, through Walpa (population 154), Lindenow
(population 473), and Hillside (population 193), (Population according to the
2016 Census) to Bairnsdale takes less than half an hour. This is the norm.

There are no traffic lights until you reach the centre of Bairnsdale (Urban Population
12,952), the road is sealed and easy driving. The traffic is usually light in comparison
to city driving. The scenery is pleasant, stress less and refreshing. This is not an urban
zone.

The concept of what is ‘remote’ is based on one’s perspective. If you haven't lived in
a rural setting for any period of time, the perception of ‘remoteness’ can be
distorted. A reporting process, that is formalised in the context of ‘city/urban’
impacts, cannot be accurately applied in a rural setting. Hence, questionable
descriptor has been applied in this instance.



Impact of Mining in our Community Our community doesn’'t need another episode.

STOCKMAN’S MINE SEEPING TOXINS INTO THE TAMBO RIVER

The Stockman’s Mine in State Forest near Benambra on the upper reaches of the Tambo River went
into receivership in 1996 resulting in the mine being left abandoned. This cost the Victorian
Government $5.4 million (there are other higher figures out there) to stabilise the dam walls and
remove chemicals, heavy metals and alkaline in the tailings and process plant clean up. The tailings
dam is seeping toxic chemicals into the Tambo River. A mining company called Round Oak has now
been given the green light by the Victorian Government to reopen and build on the old tailings dam.
They plan to build the dam wall higher increasing the pressure on an already compromised base.
This link is worth reading

https://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-07-26/benambra-stockman-mine-approved/10039390

Benambra Stockman’s Mine History

1992: Original Benambra Wilga mine begins operation by Denehurst

1998: Denehurst goes into administration, forfeiting its government bond of $375,000. Mining operations ceased without
rehabilitation, and claims that the tailings dam was spilling pollutants into the Tambo River.

1999: EPA authorises the first of a number of emergency discharges from the tailings dam to prevent spilling.
2004: Victorian government makes tailing dam exempt from the mining licence area
2004: The Benambra Mine site becomes a liability of the State of Victoria.

2005-2006: The Victorian Government rehabilitates the mine site and tailings dam at a cost of $6.9 million.

View of the across the Mitchell River from 1580 Fernbank-Glenaladale Road

KPOL's propose project area is on treed plateau to the centre and right of photo

Photo taken by Leanne Dyson
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https://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-07-26/benambra-stockman-mine-approved/10039390

Understanding Community and Community Values

What is a Communitye

According to Wikipedia:

A Community is a social unit (a group of living things) with commonality such as norms, religion, values, customs, or
identity.

Communities may share a sense of place situated in a given geographical area (e.g. a country, village, town, or
neighbourhood) Durable relations that extend beyond immediate genealogical ties also define a sense of
community, important to their identity, practice, and roles in social institutions such as family, home, work,
government, society, or humanity at large.

Sense of community

In a seminal 1986 study, McMillan and Chavis! identify four elements of "sense of community": membership:

° feeling of belonging or of sharing a sense of personal relatedness, influence:
° mattering, making a difference to a group and of the group mattering to its members reinforcement:
° integration and fulfilment of needs, shared emotional connection.

A "sense of community index (SCI) was developed by Chavis and colleagues, and revised and adapted by others.
Although originally designed to assess sense of community in neighbourhoods, the index has been adapted for use in
schools, the workplace, and a variety of types of communities.

Belonging in a community, particularly small communities, develop fewer psychiatric and depressive disorders

Value (online Cambridge Dictionary)
1 the regard that something is held to deserve; the importance, worth, or usefulness of something.

Similar: Merit, worth, usefulness, desirability, benefit, gain, profit, good, helpfulness, assistance, effectiveness,
efficacy, importance, significance

2 the material or monetary worth of something.
Similar: Price, cost, worth, market, price, monetary value,
3 principles or standards of behaviour; one's judgement of what is important in life.

Similar: Principles, moral, principles, ethics, moral, code

It's important not to expose this present community to a history’s lesson of the costs
of mining.

KOPL and the various EES experts have gone to great lengths to create their
understandings of the Fingerboard/Glenaladale and the wider communities. They
have sourced data from the East Gippsland Shire, Bairnsdale Regional Health,
various education precincts, various community and health related organizations
and many other sources. They have performed surveys and held information
meetings and webinars all in an attempt to analyse the community.

The results are displayed in figures, charts, maps, statements all of which have failed
to fundamentally understand what a community is, why it exists and what keeps it
together.

The identification of Community Values is also lost in the facts and figures. The
reason for this is that community values aren’t all measurable.
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Institution
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Community#cite_note-8

Fingerboards to Bairnsdale 20 kms (rural)

Google Maps

Melbourne to Eltham 20 kms (urban) Google Maps
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Distorted Views of the Land Use Planning Impact Assessment

On pages 13 to 15 of The Land Use and Planning Impact Assessment, presents 5
panoramic images of properties with in the project boundaries. As a semi-professional
photographer, | wish to highlight, that attached panoramic images have distorted the
images, in this instance. Panoramic photography, when conducted well, will not
distort images. In my view, the perspective images enclosed, fail to report the extent

of what this landscape contains.

In view of this, | have taken my own photographs for your comparison and
appreciation of the pending environment damage and cost if this project proceeds.

The image comparisons are literally like seeing the view through either the bottom of
a glass coke bottle or a clear pane of glass.

12



Unsure of location of image below -Plate 17 to the right is accurate.

Image possibly taken in a south easterly direction from the gate on boundary corner at of 2705. from Bairnsdale-Dargo Road.

Plate 17: 2705 Bairnsdale-Dargo Road

Image to the above is of 2705 taken from the boundary corner of 2705 South West Bairnsdale-Dargo

Image above of 2705 taken south west a little further up Bairnsdale-Dargo Rd
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View from Fernbank-Glenaladale Road approximately 1 km from KOPL’s proposed project footprint

Glenaladale’s close knit community is suffering already and the impending decision
is taking a toll that will significantly increase if KOPL's proposed project is approved.
The ramifications of the impact on the individuals and community involved will be
grievous.

Belonging and what belonging means to people

To belong somewhere or to something or someone is an essential part of being
human. We all need to Belong. The people in the Fingerboards/Glenaladale area
are no different to anyone else in their need to belong. They have lived and farmed
this area for generations. The sense of belonging to the earth they stand, live and
work on give them purpose and pride. A completeness that we all strive for and
desire.

KOPL's propose project will alienate and crush the deep belonging that holds
strongly to the people. This project is contributing to potentially, community division.

The cost is enormous and all encompassing.
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How do you measure the sense of inclusiveness, belonging and sharing between
collectives of people?

. The Socioeconomic EES Statement identifies the need for gathering an
understanding of the values and community to

establish a baseline of recognition of the importance of the quality of their
social environment

. 2.5.1. Community values are qualities of the social environment that are
important to people and conducive to individual wellbeing.

. Understanding what local community values are is an important .

The problem is that the very presence of such a mine in an area splits communities.

Subsequently the division of a community decimates begins to fragments the

creating undue stress on community bodies on KOPL's donation list. Throwing money

at these groups is not going to keep them functioning if the community no longer

participates due to conflict between neighbours and families, lost production and

business and the sheer pressure of the decimation of coherency and interpersonal

dynamics. All of which are brought upon the community by the presence of a mine.

. If the community is unhappy with their changed environment the potential for
members of that community to move to another area to improve their own
wellbeing then the population reduces and the numbers to support such
community organizations lessens, putting more pressure on those already
suffering in one way or another due to the presence of a mine.

. Living in a strong supportive community gives a sense of belonging to each
individual community member.

Being a member of a community has benefits such as strength in the

cohesiveness , support and nurtures success and prosperity.

An exert from

The importance of belonging
Amanda Enayati and Special to CNN
Updated 6:11 PM EDT, Fri June 1, 2012

Because as humans, we need to belong. To one another, to our friends and families, to our culture and
country, to our world.

Belonging is primal, fundamental to our sense of happiness and well-being.

Belonging is a psychological lever that has broad consequences, writes Walton. Our interests, motivation,
health and happiness are inextricably tied to the feeling that we belong to a greater community that may share
common interests and aspirations.
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Closing statement

This is what is at risk.

| implore members of this Inquiry to make a decision, that reflects:

the sustainability of our horticultural heritage and contribution to primary and
horticultural industries

the wellbeing and health of our people and generations to come;

our environment as a place of indigenous history and habitat of our unique
and vulnerable species

The duty of care, tfowards others that are the ‘residents’ ‘at risk’, against a
business venture, that may not provide and meet all of it's promises.

Your decision will be life changing. | ask that the change is NOT MINING by
KOPL for the reasons offered in my submission.

In essence, | am asking that your restore our voice in this matter.

We, our children and grandchildren will remain—Kalbar Operations Pty Ltd—is
transit and will be gone. Profits to overseas interest.

Please protect and preserve our history and natural heritage markings.
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Anton family at The Fingerboards, East Gippsland, Vic. 1916

This photo was taken at the intersection of Dargo-Lindenow and Fernbank-Glenaladale Roads, East Gippsland, Victoria,
Australia

David Anton, farmer, stands next to his horses. His wife Flora and possibly their four daughters Bella, Mary, Maud and
Dora are seated in the wagon. Grand daughter May sits on Topsy. Grandson Hugh Morrison is seated facing the horses.

We have seen and endured lots. We have a
worthy history to preserve. We do not need to
create a history showing the depletion and de-
struction of this gifted and plentiful landscape.

END OF SUBMISSION
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